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SYLLABUS

Geography is introduced as an elective subject at the senior secondary stage. After ten years of general



education, students branch out at the beginning of this stage and are exposed to the rigors of the
discipline for the first time. Being an entry point for the higher education, students choose Geography
for pursuing their academic interest and, therefore, need a broader and deeper understanding of the
subject. For others, geographical knowledge is useful in daily lives because it is a valuable medium
for the education of young people. Its contribution lies in the content, cognitive processes, skills and
values that Geography promotes and thus helps the students explore, understand andevaluate the
environmental and social dimensions of the world in a better manner.

Since Geography explores the relationship between people and their environment, itincludes studies
of physical and human environments and their interactions at different scales-local, state/region,
nation and the world. The fundamental principles responsible forthe varieties in the distributional
pattern of physical and human features and phenomena over the earth's surface need to be understood
properly. Application of these principles would be taken up through selected case studies from the
world and India. Thus, the physical and human environment of India and study of some issues from
a geographical point of view will be covered in greater detail. Students will be exposed to different
methods used in geographical investigations.

Objectives:
The course in Geography will help learners to:

= Familiarize with key concepts, terminology and core principles of Geography.
= Describe locations and correlate with Geographical Perspectives.

= List/describe what students might see, hear, and smell at a place.

= List/describe ways a place is linked with other places.

= Compare conditions and connections in one place to another.

* Analyze/describe how conditions in one place can affect nearby places.

= Jdentify regions as places that are similar or connected.

= Describe and interpret the spatial pattern features on a thematic map.

= Search for, recognize and understand the processes and patterns of the spatial
arrangement of the natural features as well as human aspects and phenomena on the
earth's surface.

= Understand and analyze the inter-relationship between physical and human
environments and utilize such knowledge in reflecting on issues related to community.

= Apply geographical knowledge and methods of inquiry to emerging situations or
problems at different levels-local, regional, national and global.

= Develop geographical skills, relating to collection, processing and analysis of spatial
data/ information and preparation of report including maps and graphs and use of
computers where ever possible; and to be sensitive to issues.

» The child will develop the competency to analyze, evaluate, interpret and applythe
acquired knowledge to determine the environmental issues effectively.

COURSE STRUCTURE Class XII (2023)

Theory Paper -3 Hours




70 Marks

Part| Units No. of Marks
Periods

A | Fundamentals of Human Geography 90 35 Marks
Unit 1: Human Geography 07
Unit 2: People 20
Unit 3: Human Activities 32 30
Unit 4: Transport, Communication and Trade 26
Map Work 05 5

B | India: People and Economy 90 35 Marks
Unit 6: People 15
Unit 7: Human Settlements 10
Unit 8: Resources and Development 30 30
Unit 9: Transport, Communication and International Trade 15
Unit 10: Geographical Perspective on selected 15
issues and problems
Map Work 05 5
Total 180 70 Marks

C | Practical Work in Geography Part Il 40 30 Marks
Unit 1: Processing of Data and Thematic Mapping 25 15
Unit 2: Spatial Information Technology 15 10
Practical Record Book and Viva Voce 5




COURSE CONTENT

Part A:

Fundamentals of Human Geography

90 Periods

Unit 1:

Human Geography: Nature and Scope

07 Periods

Unit 2:

People

* The World Population- distribution, density and
growth

= Population change - Components of population
change, Demographic Transition

* Human development - concept; selected
indicators, international comparisons

20 Periods

Unit 3:

Human Activities

= Primary activities - concept and changing trends;
gathering, pastoral, mining, subsistence agriculture,
modern agriculture; people engagedin agricultural and
allied activities - some examples from selected
countries

= Secondary activities- concept; manufacturing: types -
household, small scale, large scale; agrobased and
mineral based industries;

= Tertiary activities - concept; trade, transport and
tourism; services; people engaged in tertiary activities

» Quaternary activities- concept; people engaged in
quaternary activities - case study from selected
countries

32 Periods

Unit 4:

Transport, Communication and Trade

= Land transport - roads, railways; trans-continental
railways Water transport- inland waterways; major
ocean routes

= Air transport- Intercontinental air routes Oil and gas
pipelines

= Satellite communication and cyber space- importance
and usage for geographical information; use of GPS

= [International trade- bases and changing patterns; ports
as gateways of international trade; role of WTO in
international trade

26 Periods

Map Work on identification of features based on 1-5 units
on the outline Physical/Political map of World.

05 Periods




Part B:

India: People and Economy

90 Periods

Unit 6:

People

= Population: distribution, density and growth;
composition of population - linguistic, religious; sex,
rural-urban and occupational-regional variations in
growth of population

15 Periods

Unit 7:

Human Settlements
= Rural settlements - types and distribution

= Urban settlements - types, distribution and
functional classification

10 Periods

Unit 8:

Resources and Development

= Land resources- general land use; agricultural land
use; geographical conditions anddistribution of major
crops (Wheat, Rice, Tea, Coffee, Cotton, Jute,
Sugarcane and Rubber); agricultural development and
problems

= Water resources-availability —and  utilization-
irrigation, domestic, industrial and other uses; scarcity
of water and conservation methods-rain water
harvesting and watershed management

* Mineral and energy resources- distribution of metallic
(Iron ore, Copper, Bauxite, Manganese); non-metallic
(Mica, Salt) minerals; conventional (Coal, Petroleum,
Natural gas and Hydroelectricity) and non-
conventional energy sources (solar, wind, biogas) and
conservation

* Planning in India- target group area planning
(case study); idea of sustainable development (case
study)

30 Periods

Unit 9:

Transport, Communication and International
Trade

= Transport and communication-roads, railways,
waterways and airways: oil and gas pipelines;
Geographical information and communicationnet
works

= [International trade- changing pattern of India's
foreign trade; sea ports and their hinterland and
airports

15 Periods




Unit 10: Geographical Perspective on selected
issues and problems

* Environmental pollution; urban-waste disposal

= Urbanization, rural-urban migration; problems of
slums

* Land degradation

15 Periods

Map work on locating and labeling of features based on
above units on outline map of India.

05 Periods

Part C: Practical Work in Geography Part Il

40 Periods

Unit 1: Processing of Data and Thematic Mapping

* Type and Sources of data: Primary, Secondary and
other sources

= Tabulating and processing of data; calculation of
averages, measures of central tendency

= Representation of data- construction of diagrams:
bars, circles and flowchart; thematic maps;
construction of dot; choropleth and isopleths maps

25 Periods

Unit 2: Spatial Information Technology

= Introduction to GIS; hardware requirements and
software modules; data formats; raster and vector
data, data input, editing and topology building; data
analysis; overlay and buffer.

15 Periods

Prescribed Books:

1.
2.
3.

Fundamentals of Human Geography, Class XII, Published by NCERT
India - People and Economy, Class XII, Published by NCERT
Practical Work in Geography Part 11, Class XII, Published by NCERT

Note:
The above textbooks are also available in Hindi medium.

Kindly refer to the latest editions of all NCERT Textbooks.




QUESTION PAPER DESIGN GEOGRAPHY THEORY CLASS - XII

COMPETENCIES Total Marks and %
70 Marks
DEMONSTRATE 29 marks- 41%
APPLICATION 26 marks - 37%
FORMULATE 15 marks - 22%
TOTAL 70 marks - 100%




Fundamentals of Human Geography
Class XII - Textbook | (NCERT)
Map Items for identification only on outline political map of the World.

Unit-1 Ch.-1 Nil
Unit-2 Ch.2to4 1 The largest country in each continent in terms of area
Unit-3 Ch.5t07 1 Areas of subsistence gathering
Primary Activities 2 Major areas of nomadic herding of the world
3 Major areas of commercial livestock rearing
4 Major areas of extensive commercial grain faming
5 Major areas of mixed farming of the World
Unit - 4 Ch.8t0 9 2 Transcontinental Railways: Terminal Stations

oftranscontinental railways— Trans Siberian, Trans
Canadian, Trans-Australian Railways

3 Major Sea Ports :

Europe: North Cape, London, Hamburg

North America: Vancouver, San Francisco, New
Orleans

South America: Rio De Janeiro, Colon, Valparaiso
Africa: Suez and Cape Town

Asia: Yokohama, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Aden,
Karachi, Kolkata

Australia: Perth, Sydney, Melbourne

Inland Waterways: Suez canal, Panama canal, Rhine
waterway and St. Lawrence Seaway

3. Major Airports:

Asia: Tokyo, Beijing, Mumbai, Jeddah, Aden
Africa: Johannesburg & Nairobi

Europe: Moscow, London, Paris, Berlin and Rome
North America: Chicago, New Orleans, Mexico City

South America: Buenos Aires, Santiago

Australia: Darwin and Wellington



India - People and Economy Class

XII- Textbook Il (NCERT)
Map Items for locating and labeling only on the outline political map of India

Units - 6 &7

Ch.1to4 . State with highest level of urbanization and lowest level ofurbanization

« State with higher level of population density & one state with
lowest level of population density (2011)

+ Any city with more than 10 million population — Greater Mumbai,
Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru

Unit - 8 Ch.5t09 Leading producing states of the following crops:

(a)Rice (b) Wheat (c) Cotton (d) Jute (¢) Sugarcane (f) Tea and (g)
Coffee

Mines:
* Iron-ore mines: Mayurbhanj, Bailadila, Ratnagiri, Bellary
* Manganese mines: Balaghat, Shimoga
* Copper mines: Hazaribagh, Singhbhum, Khetari
* Bauxite mines: Katni, Bilaspur and Koraput
* Coal mines: Jharia, Bokaro, Raniganj, Neyveli

* Oil Refineries: Mathura, Jamnager, Barauni

Unit - 9 Ch.10-11 Transport:

(i) Important nodes on north south corridor, East west corridor &
golden quadrilateral

(il) Major Sea Ports: Kandla, Mumbai, Marmagao, Kochi,
Mangalore, Tuticorin, Chennai, Vishakhapatnam,
Paradwip,Haldia

(iii) International Air ports: Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Kolkata, Guwahati, Delhi, Amritsar,
Thiruvananthapuram & Hyderabad



Time allowed: 3 Hours

SAMPLE PAPER

CBSE

SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER
GEOGRAPHY (029)
Class: Xl 2023-24

General Instructions:

o & b=

This question paper contains 30 questions. All questions are compulsory.

This question paper is divided into five sections. Sections-A, B, C, D and E.

Maximum marks: 70

Section A - Question number 1 to 17 are Multiple Choice type questions carrying 1 markeach.

Section B- Question number 18 and 19 are Source based questions carrying 3 marks each.

Section C- Question number 20 to 23 are Short Answer type questions carrying 3 markseach.
Answer to these questions shall be written in 80 to 100 words.

Section D Question number 24 to 28 are Long Answer type questions carrying 5 markseach.
Answer to these questions shall be written in 120 to 150 words.

Section E Question number 29 and 30 are Map based questions.

SECTION A

S. No.

Questions

Marks

Q.1

There are two statements marked as Assertion(A) and Reason(R).Mark your
answer as per the codes provided below.

Assertion: High level of human development group has 53 countries.

Reason: A higher investment in people and good governance has setthis
group apart from others.
Options:
A. Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct explanation of(A)
B. Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A)
C. Both (A) and (R) are incorrect.
D. (A) is correct but (R) is incorrect.

Q.2

Consider the following and choose the correct answer with the help

of given codes-

STAGES OF POPULATION GROWTH FEATURES




I Period between 1901 to1921 1. Period of steady growth

II Period between 1921 to 1951 2. Phase of stagnant growth of
Population

IIT Period between 1951 to 1981 3. High but decreasing growth rate

IV After 1981 till present 4. Period of population
explosion

Options:

| I ]| v
Al 2 3 4
B. 2 1 4 3
C. 4 3 2 1
D. 2 1 3 4
Q3 Maracaibo, Esskhira and Tripoli ports are classified as ---
A. Ports of Call
B. Naval Ports
C. Oil Ports
D. Entrepot ports
Q4 Consider the following statements and choose the correct answer
with the help of given Option:
|. The resource intensive approach of modern expensive agriculture has become
unmanageable for marginal and small farmers due to very meager or no saving
to invest in agriculture.

[I. Most of such farmers have resorted to availing credit from various institutions
and money lenders but crop failures and low returns from agriculture have
forced them to fall in the trap of indebtedness.

Options

A. Both the statements are true.
B. Only statement I is true.
C. Only statement II is true
D. Both the statements are wrong.
Q.5 | Given below is a list of pillars of human development and its

indicators. Which of the following pair is NOT correctly matched?




A. Equity -Making equal access to opportunities available to
everybody

B. Sustainability - Continuity in the availability of opportunities

C. Productivity - Resources must be used keeping in mind the
future

D. Empowerment- To have the power to make choices

Q.6

Which one of the following is the largest linguistic group of India?
A. Sino — Tibetan
B. Austric
C. Indo — Aryan
D. Dravidian

Q.7

Which of the followings is not a function of World Trade Organization(WTO)?

A. WTO is the only international organization dealing with the globalrules
of trade between nations.

B. WTO resolves disputes between its member nations.

C. WTO covers trade in services, such as telecommunication and
banking.

D. WTO provides funding to the global economies.

Q8

Which of the following is an example of low order service?
A. Teacher
B. Gardener
C. Lawyer

D. Musician

Q9

In which of the following group of countries of the world, HYV of
Wheat and Rice were developed?

A. Japan and Australia
B. Mexico and Philippines
C. USA and Japan

D. Mexico and Singapore

Q.10

Consider the following statements and choose the correct answer
with the help of given options.

Statement I: In recent years- ropeways, cableways and pipelines were
developed as a means of transport.

Statement II: They were developed to cater to the demands of transporting
specific goods under special circumstances.

A. Only statement I is correct




B
C.

D.

. Only statement II is correct

Both the statements are correct, and statement II correctly explains
statement [
Both the statements are true but not related with each other

Q.11

Given below are the steps to generate geothermal energy. Arrange
the following in correct sequence:

i. It is so hot that when it rises to the earth's surface, it turns into steam.

ii. Groundwater in such areas (where the geothermal gradient is high)
absorbs heat from the rocks and becomes hot.

iii. This steam is used to drive turbines and generate electricity.

iv. Geothermal energy exists because the earth grows progressivelyhotter
with increasing depth.

A.
B.

(iv) - (ii) - (i) - (iii)
(if) - (0) - (iv) - (iii)

C. (i) - (iv) - (iii) - (i)

D.

(ii1) - (i1) - (iv) - (1)

Q.12

Which of the following is NOT the benefit of rainwater harvesting?

A
B.
C.

D.

It increases water availability.
It checks the declining groundwater table.

It improves the quality of ground water through dilution of
contaminants like fluoride and nitrates.

Helpful in production of hydroelectricity.

Q.13

Which of the following plan was introduced to improve the conditions
of roads in India after independence?

A
B.
C.
D.

Five Year Road Plan
Nagpur Plan

Ten Years Road Plan
Twenty Years Road Plan

Q.14

If you are asked to formulate the National Water Policy, what will be
the utmost important priority for you.

A.

To provide water for generation of hydroelectricity

B. Availability of water for industries
C.
D

. Availability of water for navigation

To provide drinking water




Read the following graph and answer question no 15 to 17.
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Q.15 | How does the natural increase in population occur, as per the graph?
A. Birth Rate — Death Rate
B. Death Rate + Birth Rate
C. Growth Rate - Birth Rate
D. Birth Rate + Migration
Q.16 | What does the transition from high fluctuating stage to low fluctuating
stage indicate?
A. Shift from Urban Industrial economy to Rural Agrarian economy
B. Shift from Rural Agrarian economy to Urban Industrial economy
C. Low Birth and Death Rate to High Birth and Death Rate
D. Migration from Urban to Rural areas
Q.17 | From the given graph, what condition can you infer about the least

developed countries?
A. High Birth Rate and High Death Rate
B. Low Birth rate and Low Death rate
C. High Birth Rate and Low Death Rate
D. Low Birth Rate and High Death Rate

The following questions are for Visually Impaired Candidates only in
lieu of Q. No. 15,16 &17.

Que.15.1 How is natural growth of population calculated?
A. Birth Rate — Death Rate
B. Death Rate + Birth Rate
C. Growth Rate - Birth Rate
D. Birth Rate + Migration




Que16.1 What does the transition from high fluctuating stage of birth
and death rate to low fluctuating stage indicate?

A. Shift from Urban Industrial economy to Rural Agrarian economy
B. Shift from Rural Agrarian economy to Urban Industrial economy
C. Low Birth and Death Rate to High Birth and Death Rate

D. Migration from Urban to Rural areas

Que.17.1 What conditions of birth rate and death rate are generally
seen in least developed countries?
A. High Birth Rate and High Death Rate

B. Low Birth rate and Low Death rate
C. High Birth Rate and Low Death Rate
D. Low Birth Rate and High Death Rate

SECTION B

Question 18 & 19 are Source based questions.

Q.18

Read the given Passage carefully and answer the questions that
follow:

Settlements vary in size and type. They range from a hamlet to metropolitan cities.
With size, the economic character and social structureof settlements changes and
so do its ecology and technology. Settlementscould be small and sparsely spaced;
they may also be large and closely spaced. The sparsely located small settlements
are called villages, specializing in agriculture or other primary activities. On the
other hand, there are fewer but larger settlements which are termed as urban
settlements specializing in secondary and tertiary activities. The basic differences
between rural and urban settlements are as follows:

e The rural settlements derive their life support or basic economic needsfrom
land based primary economic activities, whereas, urbansettlements, depend on
processing of raw materials and manufacturingof finished goods on the one
hand and a variety of services on the other.

e C(Cities act as nodes of economic growth, provide goods and services not only
to urban dwellers but also to the people of the rural settlementsin their
hinterlands in return for food and raw materials. This functionalrelationship
between the urban and rural settlements takes placethrough transport and
communication network.

e Rural and urban settlements differ in terms of social relationship,
attitude and outlook. Rural people are less mobile and therefore, socialrelations
among them are intimate. In urban areas, on the other hand,




way of life is complex and fast, and social relations are formal.
a. How is rural settlement different from urban settlement?
b. ‘Towns act as nodes of economic growth.’ Justify the statement.

c. Social relationships are more intimate in rural areas in comparison tourban
areas. Give one reason for the same.

Q.19

Observe the given map and answer the following questions:

The Trans-Siberian Railroad in the Early 20th Century

AFGHANISTAN - { LI

a. Name the Railway line and the country where it lies.
b. Name the stations marked as ‘A’ and ‘B’.
c. State two reasons why it is the most important route in Asia?

The following questions are for Visually Impaired Candidates Only In
lieu of Question No. 19
Name the longest railway line of Asia and the country where it lies.

Name the capital city and an important agro centre located on this
route.

Why is it the most important route in Asia? State two reasons.

1+1+1

1]
w

SECTION-C

Question numbers 20 to 23 are Short Answer type questions.

Q.20

A. “The basic goal of development is to create conditions where the
people can live a meaningful life” — What do you mean by meaningful
life?

OR
B. How do people’s choices get affected in different aspects of life
due to lack of human development?

Q.21

What are the features of National Youth Policy?

Q.22

A. How is ‘Naturalisation of Humans’ different from ‘Humanisation of
Nature’?




OR

B. Evaluate the dualisms that exist in Geography.

Q.23 | “Quaternary activities centre around research and development.”
Examine the statement.

SECTION D

Question numbers 24 to 28 are Long Answer Type questions.

Q.24 | "There is low yield per acre but high yield per person in the interior
parts of semi-arid lands of the mid-latitudes in the world." Support the
statement with suitable examples from different parts of the world.

Q.25 | Formulate the guidelines to promote sustainability in the Indira
Gandhi Canal Command area.

Q.26 | A. Land degradation in India is caused by human made processes
that are more harmful than natural processes. Explain the statement
with suitable examples.

OR

B. How has noise pollution become a serious problem in recent years
in India? Explain.

Q.27 | A. How technological innovations are important aspect of modern
manufacturing industries? Explain any five aspects.

OR
B. “High technology, or simply high-tech, is the latest generation of
manufacturing activities”. Justify the statement with suitable
arguments.

Q.28 | A. What are the advantages of sea ports for India?
OR
B. Why is seaport termed as gateway of international trade?

SECTION E

Question numbers 29 & 30 are Map based questions having 5 sub-parts each.

Q.29 | On the given political map of the World, seven geographical features
have been marked as A, B, C, D, E, F and G. Identify any five with the
help of the following information and write their correct names on the
lines drawn near each feature.

a. A major seaport.

An international airport.

An important Seaway

An area of subsistence gathering in South America.

An important seaport of Asia.

= ® 200U

An area of Nomadic Herding




g. Region of extensive commercial grain agriculture

h. Region of extensive commercial grain agriculture

The following questions are for Visually Impaired Candidates only in
lieu of Question No.29.

Answer any five questions out of the following:
a. Name a major seaport situated at the southernmost tip of Africa.
b. Name an important international airport of Italy.

c. Which river in North America connects the Great Lakes to the Atlantic
Ocean.

Name an area of subsistence gathering in South America.
Name an important seaport of China.

Mention an area of nomadic herding in North Africa.

@ ~ o o

Name the area of extensive commercial grain agriculture in New
Zealand.

| WORLD - POLITICAL AW - T

Q.30

Locate and label any five of the following geographical features on
the Political Outline map of India with appropriate symbols:

a. An important seaport in Andhra Pradesh.
b. An important coal mine in Tamil Nadu.
Ratnagiri - iron ore mines.

. An oil refinery in Gujarat.

The state with highest population density.

- 0o o o0

The state leading in the production of jute.




g. An international airport in Kerala.

=

INDIA

OUTLINE MAP WITH STATES
& UNION TERRITORIES

International Boundary
State/UT Boundary

The following questions are for visually impaired students in lieu of
Question No.30. Attempt any five.

Name an important seaport in Andhra Pradesh.
Name an important coal mine in Tamil Nadu.

In which state are Ratnagiri iron ore mines located?
Name an oil refinery in Gujarat.
Name the state with highest population density.
Name the state leading in the production of jute.

Name the international airport in Kerala.
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